Although
the influence of Canaanite literature on the Bible has been increasingly recognized, especially since the surprising discoveries of Ugarit (Ras Shamra) 1) in 1929, it is as regrettable that this light has not yet penetrated into all biblical circles 2), as it is certain that still more light can be gained from the same source. The present paper otfers some instances where the Bible, and particularly passages in the Psalms, are better understood in such light. In Ps. ix 6 we have the phrase nnt t3;zt "their name thou hast destroyed forever and ever". This notion of destroying the name of someone, familiar to us from the Ancient Near East, really means, of course, that all memory of the proscribed person is to be eradicated, as is explicitly confirmed by Ex. xvii 2) E. g. see ADOLPHE LoDS, Histoire de la littérature hébraique etjuive (Paris, 1950), pp. 1054 and Die Heilige Schrift in deut.rcher Ubersetfzung: das Alte Testament (EchterBibel edited in Wurzburg, 1949-50) , where such a lacuna is felt.
3) The second half of the verse reads "May their name be wiped out in the second generation." it is paralleled clearly with it in 1 Sam. xxiv 22 as may be seen from the text:
... ... 1). Lack of posterity, being one of the greatest calamities that could befall, is the subject of touching recitals and the Ugaritic tales of Keret and Aqhat in some ways are a typical counterpart to that of Abraham in Gen. xv 2-3 2). It is not by accident that in the institution of Levirate marriage, whereby a man would take the wife of his deceased brother and the son first born to them would take that deceased brother's name, its purpose should be expressed in the following words But it is not only through children that oblivion is avoided. Ben Sira (xl 19) tells us that children and the foundation of a city perpetuate a name. We can feel therefore what is behind the words of Azitawaddu, king of the late Hittite citadel (c. 725 B. C.) at Karatepe in Cilicia, when he says (Portal Inscr-iption, III, 12-4) "if (there be) a man who is a man-of note (atv D7x) who should erase the name of Azitawaddu (eTO n1' TON) from this gateway, and should put a name (there) ... (arv ntvi) and (ibid. 16) should make (it) into a strange gate, and should put his name on it; ... (18) then may Ba?al Shamem and El, the creator of the earth, and Shamash the eternal, and all the gods destroy (nai) that royal person ... that man, who is a man of note (ntv D7x TON) but the name of Azitawaddiya shall be forever like the names of Shamash and Yarah". That is, he hopes that the city, Azitawaddiya, shall be of an everlasting dynasty in comparing it to the sun and moon; for this compare Ps. lxxii 5, 17, lxxxix 37-8.
In the light of this great concern for having a name and a blessed posterity, the passage in 1 Kgs. iv 7-19a has always been a source of discomfort to commentators. It lists twelve prefects of Solomon's administrative districts, but five of these who are in the regions of Mt. Ephraim, of Beth Shemesh and Aiyyalon, of Socho, of Dor and of Ramoth Gilead, are indicated as: the son of Y, whereas the other seven are listed by their own names, followed almost always by their father's respective names, thus: X son of Y. The usual explanation of this phenomenon is given by the latest commentary on the Book of Kings, that "an accident early befell the document, a vertical break at the right hand of the papyrus ( ?) left blank the initial names 1) The Ugaritic phrase ejtrt 1m b'l, if it is not to be translated "Astarte, offspring of Baal", is certainly a surrogate of his in some way.
2) See U. 
